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Incidence and Role of Drugs in Fatally Injured Drivers. - Final rept. Sep 88-Oct 

92.

Arvin/Calspan Advanced Technology Center, Buffalo, NY.; National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, Washington, DC.

Product Type: Technical report

NTIS Order Number: PB94-151768

Page Count: 250 pages

Date: Oct 1992

Author: K. W. Terhune, C. A. Ippolito, D. L. Hendricks, J. G. Michalovic, S. C. Bogema

Blood specimens were collected from a sample of 1882 drivers from 7 States, during 14 
months in the years 1990 and 1991. The sample comprised operators of passenger cars, 
trucks, and motorcycles who died within 4 hours of their crash. Alcohol and 43 other drugs 
were studied, to determine their prevalence rates, their causal role in the crashes, and 
associated driver, vehicle, and crash factors. Coroner or medical examiner reports were 
obtained on all cases to ascertain cause of death, time of death, and other details. Police 
accident reports and reports from the Fatal Accident Reporting System (FARS) were also 
obtained. Alcohol was found in 51.5% of the specimens, and other drugs were found in 
17.8%. Other than alcohol, the most prevalent drugs were cannabis (6.7%), cocaine 
(5.3%), benzodiazepine tranquilizers (2.9%), and amphetamines (1.9%). Responsibility 
analysis was used to suggest impairment effects, which were found for alcohol alone and 
for alcohol-drug combinations. Further research was recommended to follow up indications 
of alcohol-drug additive effects.

Notes  
Product reproduced from digital image.  
See also PB-214 390 and PB-230 948. Sponsored by National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, Washington, DC.

Report Number: R-8021-1; DOT-HS-808 065

Contract Number: DTNH22-88-C-07069

Project Number: N/A
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NTIS announcement issue: 9412

"N/A" indicates no data is available for this field.
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